
1 CORINTHIANS 6:1‐20 “TO THE CHURCH OF GOD” 

NIV 1 Cor 6:1 ¶ If any of you has a dispute with another, dare he take it before the ungodly for judgment instead of 
before the saints?  2 Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? And if you are to judge the world, are you 
not competent to judge trivial cases?  3 Do you not know that we will judge angels? How much more the things of this 
life!  4 Therefore, if you have disputes about such matters, appoint as judges even men of little account in the church!  
5 I say this to shame you. Is it possible that there is nobody among you wise enough to judge a dispute between 
believers?  6 But instead, one brother goes to law against another-- and this in front of unbelievers!  7 ¶ The very fact 
that you have lawsuits among you means you have been completely defeated already. Why not rather be wronged? 
Why not rather be cheated?  8 Instead, you yourselves cheat and do wrong, and you do this to your brothers.  9 ¶ Do 
you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral 
nor idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders  10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor 
drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.  11 And that is what some of you were. But 
you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our 
God.  12 ¶ "Everything is permissible for me"-- but not everything is beneficial. "Everything is permissible for me"-- but 
I will not be mastered by anything.  13 "Food for the stomach and the stomach for food"-- but God will destroy them 
both. The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.  14 By his power God 
raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.  15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ 
himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never!  16 Do you not know that he 
who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh."  17 But he 
who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits 
are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  19 Do you not know that your body is a 
temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own;  20 you were 
bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 

Discussion Questions (Choose a manageable number to discuss) 
1.       Pastor Moody described the Corinthians’ setting as the “Las Vegas of the Ancient World”. What 
were the two main societal influences that Paul was confronting in chapter 6? How do these two 
influences continue to threaten today’s American church?  
 
2.      If lawsuits toward others in the faith are an abuse of legal rights (v.7), how do we come to a place 
of understanding in which we would “rather be wronged” and “cheated”( v.7) than lose our brother or 
sister in Christ?   
 
3.      In verses 12‐13, Paul is confronting what appear to be cultural slogans of the day (hence the 
quotation marks). What are the slogans of then and now, regarding physical desires, that tempt us to be 
wrongly “mastered”?    
 
4.      Paul repeatedly addressed the Corinthian’s thought life in this passage (6x “do you not know”?). 
What are some of the correct beliefs about the Christian’s physical body that ought to guide our correct 
behaviors?  
 
5.      Pastor Moody noted that Paul models for us how to lovingly reason with a Christian brother or 
sister who is entangled in sin.  How intentional are you about practicing and inviting this kind of 
restorative ministry? Is this the role for your small group?  
 
6.      If the battle of Christian living is the battle of the Christian mind, as Pastor Moody suggested, what 
are some of the ways for developing our Christian worldview (e.g., books, films, spiritual disciplines, 
etc.)? What is one manageable next step you will take to intentionally foster Christian thinking?  
   


