
COLLEGE CHURCH

Church Planter Application

E-mail completed form to kgamble@college-church.org
If there are repetitions with your resume, you need not fill out these categories. This application is just a way of getting to know you and brevity is appreciated.









                   Today’s Date ___________
Full Name _______________________________   Date of Birth __________________________  
Spouse’s Full Name    __________________________  Date of Birth _______________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________  
E-mail _____________________________________

Home Phone _____________________________    Work Phone ____________________________
                                                    Children (please give full name and date of birth)

________________________________________________________________________________   ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________  ________________________________________________________________________________
EDUCATION

College(s) Attended







Year(s)

(Name/city/state)

Seminary/Graduate School Attended





Year(s)

(Name/city/state)

Major Field of Study







Degree(s):

Indicate the nature and scope of your formal and/or informal training in the following area:

Bible

Theology

Christian Ed.

Ministry

Do you have plans for furthering your training in church planting or bible studies?

What experience have you had in teaching the Bible?

What church planting experiences do you have?

How have you taken initiative in leading Bible study or outreach?

What passage(s) of Scripture drives you to be a gospel witness?

EMPLOYMENT RECORD:

Please list most recent first:









       Size of church/

Employer                    Nature of Work/Ministry                           Organization                  Dates     

Are you a member of College Church?  If not, are you a member of another church?  If so, please state which one.                                                                              Yes _______  

No _____


Describe your past and current involvement at College Church.

Describe your past and current involvement in a College Church Sunday School class or small group.

In what ministries have you been involved in the last five years?

Describe how you came to have a relationship with God and what He is doing in your life today.

Do you feel called to a certain area or people group?

Why and how do you feel called to church planting?

What is your denominational background?

Who have been your primary theological teachers or influences? In other words (apart from the Bible), what authors, theologians (either living or dead), movements, denominations, or schools of thought have most influenced your theology?
What is your philosophy of ministry, and how you would implement it in a local church?

What are your spiritual gifts?

Describe your spiritual disciplines and how you walk, hear and learn from God?

What are your strengths and weaknesses in the field of ministry (please list)?

Strengths 
Weaknesses 
What are your personal and professional goals?

How has your family and/or spouse responded to your interest in church planting?

What questions do you have about church planting at College Church?

Articles of Faith

Article 1 – We believe that the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament are given by inspiration of God and are the only infallible rule of faith and practice.

Article I1 – We believe in one God – Creator and ruler of the Universe, existing in a divine and incomprehensible Trinity – the Father; the Son, Jesus Christ; and the Holy Spirit – each possessing divine perfection.

Article 1II – We believe that our first parents were created holy and upright, that they fell from this condition; and that in consequence the whole human race is by nature dead in trespasses and sins.

Article 1V – We believe in the incarnation, death and bodily resurrection of the Son of God; and that salvation is attained only through repentance and faith in Him.

Article V – We believe in the necessity of a radical change of heart and that this is effected through the truth, by the agency of the Holy Spirit.

Article V1 – We believe that the Christian is called with a holy calling to walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.  Because he has become a new creation in Christ Jesus and is indwelt by the Holy Spirit, yet during his earthly pilgrimage never delivered from the flesh with its fallen nature, he must be in constant subjection to Christ and his commandments by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Article VI1 – We believe that only those should be admitted to membership in the visible Church who have experienced a change of heart.

Article VIII – We believe the ordinances of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper together with the observance of the Lord’s Day are of perpetual obligation in the church.  Recognizing both immersion and affusion as valid, we leave the determination of the mode of adult baptism to the candidate.  Provision shall always be made for the baptism or dedication of infants of believers.  Mt. 28:19; I Cor. 11:24-26; Ex. 31:16-17; with Mt. 5:17-18. 

Article 1X – We believe in the resurrection of the dead and future judgments from which the righteous go away into everlasting life and the wicked into everlasting punishment.

Article X – We believe in the personal, bodily return of Christ in power and great glory as King of Kings and Lord of Lords and in Christ’s ultimate complete triumph and the establishment of “new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”

STANDARDS OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

WE BELIEVE the Scriptures establish basic principles to guide the actions and attitudes of a Christian and that it is the responsibility of each Christian, through constant submission to Christ, to glorify God through the application of these principles.1 We affirm the Scriptures as the Christian’s final source of teaching and training for all of life’s activities. Consistent reading and study of the Word of God is essential for growth in the Christian life.2

WE BELIEVE the life of a Christian empowered by the Holy Spirit is characterized by love for and dependence upon God and love toward all people.3 A Christian loves God by worshipping Him,4 giving thanks for all He has done,5 obeying Him,6 and making Him known to others.7  A Christian loves others  by sharing their burdens,8 remaining intolerant of their sin,9 forgiving their personal offenses yet seeking to restore them to fellowship with the Lord,10 demonstrating the fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control11, and loving others as himself.12
WE BELIEVE, for example, that the Scriptures call a Christian to be joyful,13 to trust in God,14 to live a life of holiness in the world,15 to exhibit humility and honesty,16 to deny self in submission to the sovereignty of Christ,17 and to be a faithful steward of things God has given – mind, time, abilities, funds, and opportunities.18

__________________________________________________

1 Ex. 20; Mt. 5:15; Lk. 11:28; Acts 5:29; Mt. 6:33

2 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16

3 Phil. 1:9-11; Jn. 13:34-35; Rom. 12:9-10; 13:8; I Cor. 13:1; Eph. 5:1-2; I Th. 4:9; I Pet. 4:8

4 Mt. 4:10

5 Col. 3:17; I Th. 5:18; Eph. 5:20

6 1 Jn. 2:3-6

7 Mk. 16:15; Rom.1:16

8 Gal. 6:2

9 Rom. 13:14

10 Mt. 18:21-22; Eph. 4:32; Col. 3:13; Lk. 6:27-28; 32-35; Rom. 12:17-21; I Pet. 3:9

11 Gal. 5:17-23

12 Rom. 13:9

13 Neh. 8:10; Ps. 5:11; Jn. 15:11

14 l Jn. 2:23; 2 Chr. 20:20; Isa. 26:4; Heb. 2:13

15 Rom. 12:1; Eph. 1:4; I Cor. 3:21-23; I Jn. 2:15-17

16 Col.3:8-1-2; I Th. 4:12

17 Mt. 16:24; Rom. 12:16; Eph. 4:1-3; Phil. 2:3-4

18 1 Pet. 4:10; Eph. 5:15-16, 18; Mt. 6:19-21; Rom. 12:1; 2 Cor. 6:16

WE BELIEVE that a Christian must strive to live a life in which Christ is Lord of all thoughts, actions, and words. A Christian must recognize that there are actions and attitudes that are inconsistent and inappropriate, such as sinning against the body of Christ or one’s own body.  A Christian led by the Holy Spirit will, after prayer and studying the Scriptures, exercise freedom responsibly with loving regard for the sensitivities and weaknesses of others.19
WE FURTHER BELIEVE that, based on Scriptural teaching and concern for our individual and corporate witness, we must refrain from such practices as sexual impurity and marital infidelity, as well as gossiping, drunkenness, and other excesses.20
In addition, many believe that certain activities, though not specifically prohibited in Scripture, are detrimental to our individual and corporate lives and the witness of College Church in our community. These activities include selling and using all forms of habituating drugs, tobacco, alcohol, and narcotics except those used for medicinal purposes; viewing and participating in the activities of organizations which are inconsistent with the Gospel of Christ. Each member or anyone seeking membership in College Church is enjoined to prayerfully seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit with regard to these activities as well as all other aspects of individual witness.

ARE YOU IN ACCORDANCE WITH:

A.  The “Articles of Faith” of College Church?

____ yes           ____no

       Would like to discuss (If so, what?)________________________________________

           ____________________________________________________________________ 

B. The “Standards of the Christian Life” of College Church?
 

 ____ yes          ____no

       Would like to discuss (If so, what?)_____________________________________   

                                              _________________________________________________________________

________________________    

19 1 Cor. 8:9, 13; Rom. 14

20 1 Pet. 1:13-16; Gal. 5:19-21; Eph. 4:17-24; Jas. 3:2-10; Phil. 4:8-9

REFERENCES

Your signature below indicates that you voluntarily waive your right of access to any information contained in references received and agree that the references shall remain confidential.

 _________________________________________                      ______________________

Signature






         Date

Please print out and give a reference form and envelope to a pastor, a lay person, and someone of your choosing.  Return all reference letters to the Church Plant Pastor in a sealed envelope with the signature of the person giving the reference over the seal on the back of the envelope. Do not break the seal.

The information contained in this application is true.

_________________________________________                      ______________________

Signature






         Date

Reference for:

Reference’s Contact Information





Date: __________

Name:  ____________________________________________________________________

Phone:_____ - ________ -_____________

Email: ____________________________

I hereby waive my right to access to this recommendation and any appropriate attachments which have been written by __________________________ on behalf of my application.

Applicant’s Signature: ______________________________         Date   ______________________

The above named person is applying to be a church planter with College Church in Wheaton.  A church planter will be required to carry a heavy load in many aspects of the church plant.  Church planting can take a very heavy toll on a man’s personal life and family life.  Your honest appraisal, including any negative or weak areas of which you are aware, will help us guide him to an appropriate decision and could save much embarrassment, stress, and possibly failure in a future church plant.

1.  What is your relationship with the applicant?

2. Do you feel the applicant is called to plant a church?  Explain.

3. Describe the applicant’s ability to lead.

4. What areas of planting do you feel will be difficult for the applicant?

5. How would you describe the applicant’s theological understanding?

6. Does the applicant’s marriage seem able to withstand outside difficulties and stress?

7. Describe any areas that would be helpful for an assessment team in understanding the applicant’s ability to plant a church (i.e. character, strengths, weaknesses, issues to work on…).

Qualifications

A church planter is a spiritual leader and a gospel worker.  Accordingly, his life should measure up to qualifications for spiritual leadership found in Scripture.  (I Timothy 3: 1-13 and Titus 1:5-9)

Please circle the appropriate numbers that you believe best describe the candidate.

	Qualification
	Weak
	Improvement
	Competent
	Strong
	Excellent

	Self-controlled
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Hospitable
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Able to Teach
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Gentle/not quarrelsome or overbearing
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Financially above reproach
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Respectable/good reputation
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5



	Temperate and not irritable
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Lover of good
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Not given to drunkenness
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Family management
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Convictions about truth
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Disciplined
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


