
God’s Specific Words to Women 
 
Genesis 2:21–3:9 & 16 
21 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed 
up its place with flesh. 22 And the rib that the LORD God had taken from the man he made into a woman and 
brought her to the man. 23 Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be 
called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 
24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 
25 And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed. 
3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of the field that the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” 2 And the woman said 
to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden, 3 but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of 
the tree that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’” 4 But the serpent said to the 
woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.”  
6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was 
to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with 
her, and he ate.  
7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths. 
8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.  
9 But the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”… 16 To the woman he said,“I will 
surely multiply your pain in childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children. 
Your desire shall be for your husband, and he shall rule over you.” 
 
Proverbs 31:10–31 
10 An excellent wife who can find?
She is far more precious than jewels. 
11 The heart of her husband trusts in her,and he will have no lack of gain. 12 She does him good, and not harm, 
all the days of her life. 13 She seeks wool and flax, and works with willing hands. 14 She is like the ships of the 
merchant; she brings her food from afar. 15 She rises while it is yet night 
and provides food for her household 
and portions for her maidens. 16 She considers a field and buys it; with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard. 
17 She dresses herself with strength and makes her arms strong. 
18 She perceives that her merchandise is profitable. Her lamp does not go out at night. 19 She puts her hands to the 
distaff, and her hands hold the spindle. 20 She opens her hand to the poor and reaches out her hands to the needy. 
21 She is not afraid of snow for her household, for all her household are clothed in scarlet. 22 She makes bed 
coverings for herself; her clothing is fine linen and purple. 23 Her husband is known in the gates when he sits 
among the elders of the land. 
24 She makes linen garments and sells them; she delivers sashes to the merchant. 25 Strength and dignity are her 
clothing, and she laughs at the time to come. 26 She opens her mouth with wisdom, and the teaching of kindness is 
on her tongue. 27 She looks well to the ways of her household and does not eat the bread of idleness. 
28 Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29 “Many women have done 
excellently, but you surpass them all.” 30 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD 
is to be praised. 31 Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her works praise her in the gates.  
 
1 Corinthians 7:4–5 & 10–17 



-control. 10 To the married I give this charge (not I, but the Lord): the wife 
should not separate from her husband 11 (but if she does, she should remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her 
husband), and the husband should not divorce his wife. 12 To the rest I say (I, not the Lord) that if any brother has 
a wife who is an unbeliever, and she consents to live with him, he should not divorce her. 13 If any woman has a 
husband who is an unbeliever, and he consents to live with her, she should not divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving 
husband is made holy because of his wife, and the unbelieving wife is made holy because of her husband. Otherwise 
your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15 But if the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In 
such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you to peace. 16 For how do you know, wife, whether 
you will save your husband? Or how do you know, husband, whether you will save your wife? 17 Only let each 
person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has called him. This is my rule in all the 
churches. because of her husband. Otherwise your children would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15 But if 
the unbelieving partner separates, let it be so. In such cases the brother or sister is not enslaved. God has called you 
to peace. 16 Wife, how do you know whether you will save your husband? Husband, how do you know whether you 
will save your wife? 17 Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, and to which God has 
called him. This is my rule in all the churches. 
 

34 And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and 
spirit. But the married woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. 35 I say this for your own 
benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order and to secure your undivided devotion to the 
Lord. 
 

39 A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she 
wishes, only in the Lord. 40 Yet in my judgment she is happier if she remains as she is. And I think that I too have 
the Spirit of God. 
 

3 But I want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ, the head of a wife is her husband, and the head 
of Christ is God.  
4 Every man who prays or prophesies with his head covered dishonors his head, 5 but every wife who prays or 
prophesies with her head uncovered dishonors her head—it is the same as if her head were shaven. 6 For if a wife 
will not cover her head, then she should cut her hair short. But since it is disgraceful for a wife to cut off her hair or 
shave her head, let her cover her head. 7 For a man ought not to cover his head, since he is the image and glory of 
God, but woman is the glory of man. 8 For man was not made from woman, but woman from man. 9 Neither was 
man created for woman, but woman for man. 10 That is why a wife ought to have a symbol of authority on her 
head, because of the angels.  
11 Nevertheless, in the Lord woman is not independent of man nor man of woman; 12 for as woman was made 
from man, so man is now born of woman. And all things are from God. 13 Judge for yourselves: is it proper for a 
wife to pray to God with her head uncovered? 14 Does not nature itself teach you that if a man wears long hair it is 
a disgrace for him,  
15 but if a woman has long hair, it is her glory? For her hair is given to her for a covering. 16 If anyone is inclined 
to be contentious, we have no such practice, nor do the churches of God. 

34 The women should keep silent in the churches. For they are not permitted to speak, but should be in submission, 
as the Law also says.  
35 If there is anything they desire to learn, let them ask their husbands at home. For it is shameful for a woman to 
speak in church. 


