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Bulgarian Evangelical Theological Institute (BETI), Bulgaria
Highlights from 2008-2009

Scholarship Recipients who benefited from grant: Daniel Shpakov, Alexey Krisya, Sergei Chaikovskiy, Emanuela Krachunova, Atanas Tolov, Valentina Ivanova, Aneta Markova, Jordan Peyanski, Konstanina Miteva, Kamelia Slavcheva
Current Enrollment:  182
Type of Programs Offered:  Certificate-level program, Bachelor in Theology, Master in Theology, and Master in Biblical Interpretation
First Annual Evangelical Conference – BETI hosted its first annual evangelical conference with the goal to lay a foundation of evangelical presence in Bulgaria. Evangelicals, the Orthodox Faculty of Sofia University, and other religions took part in the conference on the subject “Religion and Context”. BETI plans to make this an annual event, laying the groundwork for further dialogue among the different organizations.

Host of OCI’s Institute of Excellence in Christian Leadership Development (IECLD) – BETI hosted OCI’s Institute of Excellence in March 2009. Per BETI, “It was very instructive, sharing the experience of different theological institutions …in building the spiritual formation of [each] institution.”
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New Academic Program – BETI started an M.A. in Biblical Interpretation in January 2009.  Several professors from other colleges and universities in Bulgaria and abroad teach the course. 

Grass Roots Training for Church Leadership – BETI offers its BA degrees for church leaders and lay people not only in Sofia, but also in cities throughout Bulgaria, allowing people to continue in ministry full time while earning their degree.

Practical Ministries – Students continue to be involved in various ministries as part of their practical ministry assignment. Some work in orphanages, visiting and playing with the kids a couple times a month. Some visit the elderly, while others minister with Student’s Life Association, whose mission it is to spread the Gospel to more than 30,000 students living in the capital. 

Bible Study Groups – The Bible study group, founded by a graduate in the town of Novi Iskar near Sofia, became a church recently. The graduate is the pastor, and his wife, also a BETI student, directs a soup kitchen for the church. Another Bible study group, led by a master’s degree student, is spreading the Gospel among the gypsy population in Sofia. 
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Graduates – Bachelor of Theology graduate Ventsislav Mitev is an ordained pastor of a Baptist church in northern Bulgaria. He writes that his training serves him well in the everyday pastoring of the 60-member church in an Orthodox environment. A team of the church takes care of one of the numerous orphanages in the country. Ventsislav has very good relationships with the pastors of the churches of different denominations in the region. Weekly, they meet over breakfast to discuss the challenges each faces in their churches and towns where they serve.
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Since 1997, Bachelor of Theology graduate Stanislav Alexiev has been a minister with an evangelical church in Rousse, Bulgaria, as well as a missionary among his own Jewish people in the Bulgarian community. He writes that he didn’t realize how difficult it would be to share among his own people and that “knowing the Scriptures better helps him in his ministry.” Stanislav is back at BETI studying toward his master’s degree.

Praises:

· God’s faithfulness to start an M.A. program

· God’s faithfulness to take care of the graduates and their calling for urban ministry

· God’s faithfulness to provide for daily needs despite economic crisis

Prayer Requests:

· The spiritual formation of students

· New students with a call to serve

· The new campus

· For the provision of daily needs, including the operational budget







