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OVERSEAS COUNCIL

ADVANCING CHRISTIAN LEADERS




Odessa Theological Seminary (OTS), Ukraine

Highlights from 2008-2009

Scholarship Recipients who benefited from grant: Dmitry Aliev, Tatyana Evva, Valery Scherban, Dzhafer Toh Tar Chavushov
Current Enrollment: 164
Type of Programs Offered:  Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor of Pastoral Ministry, Bachelor of Christian Education, Bachelor of International Ministry, Diploma in Preaching, Diploma in Child and Teen Ministry, Diploma in Choir Directing
Student Ministries – Missionary Trip to Zakarpatye – Students, along with faculty members and the seminary chaplain, visited many churches in Zakarpatye, leading worship services and teaching on the subject “Marriage and Family: Relations in Family”.
Door-to-Door Ministry – In the north part of Odessa, students met many elderly people who were very open to hearing the Gospel and receiving a New Testament. One of the ladies who worked at a care facility asked the students for New Testaments to share with her patients. At a local school, many pupils and teachers were “glad to hear about God”, and the teachers requested that the students give them extra booklets and Bibles to be used in their classes.

Youth meeting in Belgorod-Dnestrovsky area – Students led discussions and prayed for the youth.
Children’s Programs – With the help of alumni and faculty members, students developed many programs for children’s ministries, including children’s crafts, Christian entertainment and Bible quizzes and competitions.

[image: image2.jpg]


Holistic Child Development Seminar – OTS led this seminar (photo below) for 65 participants from 16 Ukrainian cities. Most participants were coordinators of their ministries and represented such organizations as Hope for the World, Odessa Orphanage for Street Children, and Christian Ethics for Public Schools. The event was so well received that several participants proposed a similar event be organized for pastors and lay ministers of the churches.
Other seminars – Throughout the year, OTS held seminars for the community on such topics as how to teach Christian ethics in secular schools, how to work in a team, principles of Christian camp work, and Good News to children.

Diversifying Academic Programs-Higher Enrollment – 99 new students, mostly pastors, enrolled for the Fall ’08-09 academic year. One of the largest groups joined the Bachelor of Pastoral Ministry program, a program which allows pastors to continue their pastoral ministry in their churches while studying part time. Students came from all across Ukraine. One came from a region in Russia that is surrounded by witchcraft, magic, and shamanism (similar to beliefs of the early American Indians). Two students from the Muslim country Turkmenistan had a great desire to study but their visas were rejected. However, two students from the Muslim country of Uzbekistan were allowed entry. 
Bachelor of Pastoral Ministry and Bachelor of Christian Education Programs – some courses were removed and some combined to better serve the original purpose of the program of providing foundational theological preparation and basic skills needed for ministry in the local churches.
Bachelor of International Ministry Program – In close cooperation with All-Ukrainian Union of Baptist Churches and the Master’s College, OTS designed this new program with the goal of equipping ministers for Near Eastern countries. This is a four-year program working in a summer study session format. 
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Graduates – Bronislav Zilkovsky (1993 Diploma graduate and studying toward Bachelor of Pastoral Ministry) is the Regional Pastor for all the Baptist churches in the Odessa region. Around 1989 “during the time of perestroika and the time of freedom”, Bronislav agreed, upon request, to revive a church in Berezovka. The church grew and now has 70 church members and a children’s Sunday school. Bronislav has since organized three daughter churches in Rauhovka, Veselinovka, and Anatolievka. (Upper photo left: Men’s fellowship in Berezovka Baptist Ch.)
Yuriy Reshetnikov (1997 graduate) has worked in several influential positions: Academic Dean at Kiev Christian University; Secretary of Department of Education for the Baptist Union of Ukraine; and Director of the Department for affairs of state-confessional relations and guaranteeing of liberty of conscience. In May 2009, he was elected to the position of Chairman of State Committee Ethnic Religious of Ukraine, a very influential position that regulates many relations between religious communities and Ukrainian society.

Praises:

· New students this academic year (one of the largest groups of first-year students)

· New missionary Bachelor of International Ministry program
· God’s provision during difficult economic times

· The celebration of 20th anniversary

Prayer Requests:

· Preparation of missionaries for the work in Muslim countries

· Plans to start new master’s program

· Funds to develop school

· God’s wisdom in school’s future ministry






